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Cordset Technical InformationCord & Cordset

What does AWG mean?
	� AWG means American Wire 

Gauge. It designates the size of the 
copper wire. The standard sizes for 
extension cords are 16 AWG, 14 
AWG, 12 AWG and 10 AWG. The 
smaller the AWG number, the larger 
the size of the copper wire and 
wattage rating.

What do the amp and watt ratings 
mean?

Never plug more than the 
specific number of watts into a 
cord. For example, could you 
plug a 150-watt lamp, a 60-watt 
lamp and a 10-amp appliance 
into an extension cord rated 13 
amps/1625 watts?

�Use the Amp to Watt Conversion 
Table to determine the total 
number of watts to be used (150 
watts + 60 watts + 1250 watts = 
1460 watts). Therefore, it is safe 
to use the 13-amp/1625-watt 
extension cord.

Always look for the Underwriters 
Laboratory label which  
is permanently attached  
or molded into the cord.  
Read the label for  
instructions and electrical ratings.

How to use an extension cord 
properly.
•  �Be sure the cord you have 

selected meets the intended 
use. Never use a cord outdoors 
that is not marked for outdoors.

•  �Inspect cord thoroughly 
before each use. Do not use if 
damaged.

•  �Do not remove, 
bend or modify any 
metal prongs or 
pins of plug.

•  �Look for the number of watts 
on appliances to be plugged 
into cord.

•  �Refer to UL Label on cord for 
specific wattage.

•  �Do not connect a 
three-prong plug 
into a two-hole 
cord.

•  �Do not plug more 
than the specified number of 
watts into a cord.

•  �Make sure appliance is off 
before connecting cord to 
outlet.

•  �A polarized plug 
has one blade 
wider than the 
other.

•  �Fully insert plug into outlet.

•  �Do not use excessive force to 
make connections.

•  �Do not run cords through 
doorways, holes in ceilings, 
walls or floors.

•  �Do not use an 
extension cord 
when wet. 

•  �Keep extension cords away 
from water.

•  �Keep children and pets away 
from extension cords.

•  �Avoid 
overheating. 
Uncoil cord and 
do not cover it 
with any other 
material.

•  �Do not plug one extension cord 
into another.

•  �Do not drive, drag or place 
objects over extension cord.

•  �Always grasp plug when 
removing it from cord or outlet. 

•  �Do not unplug 
by pulling on 
cord. 
 
 

•  �Always store extension cords 
indoors.

•  �Do not walk on 
cord. 
 
 
 

•  �Always unplug cord when not 
in use.

•  �Always look for the 
Underwriters Laboratory (UL) 
label which is permanently 
attached or molded into 
the cord. Read the label for 
instructions and electrical 
ratings.

Amps To Watts (@ 125V) 
Conversion Table

0 = 0

1 = 125

2 = 250

3 = 375

4 = 500

5 = 625

6 = 750

7 = 875

8 = 1000

9 = 1125

10 = 1250

11 = 1375

12 = 1500

13 = 1625

14 = 1750

15 = 1875
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